William C. FridayHonored with Barzun Award
Former University of North Carolina President Recognized at AALE Banguet

“ William James once

said that the best thing
an education can do for you is tg
make it possible to recognize &
good man when you see one. W
at the American Academy for
Liberal Education know a good
man when we see him.”

With these words, AALE
president Jeffrey Wallin presentec
the 1999 Jacques Barzun Awar(
for Outstanding Contributions to
Liberal Education to William C.
Friday at a black-tie dinner held
at the French Embassy on NoWyjijiam C. Friday (left) accepts the Jacques Barzun Award from AALE
13. Mr. Friday was honored for president Jeffrey Wallin during a dinner at the French Embassy, Nov. 13, 1999.
his 30 years of distinguished
service and achievements afriday also served on theand is a Fellow of the American
president of the University of Carnegie Commission on Highescademy of Arts and Sciences.
North Carolina, as well as for hisEducation, as president of the |n accepting the Barzun
broader contributions to the causéssociation of American Award, Mr. Friday thanked the
of liberal education in his stateUniversities, as chairman of theacademy and added that he has
and throughout the nation. American Council on Education,striven to promote the liberal arts

Other hosts of this year'sas chairman of the Task Forces ofor the good of the one and the
award dinner, attended by more&education under Presidentgjood of the many: “I have done
than 100 AALE members andJohnson and Carter, as advisor on
guests, were Mrs. Marion Oatestudent activism to President
Charles, Thomas S. Kenan IlI,Nixon, and as co-chairman of they .
the Hon. C. Boyden Gray, Mrs.Knight Foundation Commission In_S|de.... _ o
Eugene McDermott, and James Rn Intercollegiate Athletics. After|| Michael Poliakoff joins the
Elder. retiring from the University of || Academy........... Page 3

One of this country’s most North Carolina, Mr. Friday went
highly regarded university on to serve as executive directaqr How best to construct
officials, Mr. Friday was cited by of the William R. Kenan, Jr.|| liberal arts program? Tw:
the Council for Advancement andCharitable Trust, from which hel| scholars debateRage 5
Support of Education as “the mostetired this year. He has receive(
effective public university the National Humanities Award|| FIPSE Researchers present
president in the nation.” Infrom President Clinton (1997),|| Interim Report....Page 7
addition to his tenure at UNC, Mr.the World Citizen Award (1996),

[Friday continued on Page 2]
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President’s Opening

Award Dinner

n his opening remarks atliberal education to redouble thei
the 1999 Barzun Award efforts “for the sake of our own
Dinner, AALE president Jeffrey civic health and mutual well-
Wallin applauded the greatbeing, and for the sake of our
increase in access to highestudents.” The American
education for students acros#&cademy for Liberal Education,
racial, ethnic, and economic lineqie added, “stands alone i
over the thirty five years. Herequiring of its members
cautioned, however, that thispecified, substantive, ang
signal achievement was beinglemanding standards in liberal
undermined by “a well- education.”
documented decline in academic The task of ensuring that
standards at many of our collegeBicreased access to highe
and universities.” This decline ineducation is accompanied by
standards means that even dsgh standards might not have
access to higher education hathe cachet of the opera, the
expanded dramatically, qualitycharm of the ballet, or the life anc
liberal education has remained “@leath struggle of the hospita
perquisite for the few.” ward,” Dr. Wallin concluded,
Citing Jacques Barzun’s"butto strengthen the democratig
view that “civilized life is the spirit in our age is an urgent
strenuous goal of democracy,’tommitment of which we can all
Dr. Wallin urged all concernedbe proud.” [l

with conducting and supporting

[From Page 1Friday]
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U

university life.” By struggling to
my best not only tpreserve but survive the hard-ships of the Greg
extend and enrich the comm-itmenbepression, the challenges o
rebuilding the
national economy
because | have  The Jacques Barzun Award,under the National
seen how terribly hamed for AALE’s Honorary Recovery Act, and
important an Chairman, was established tqhe  pervasive
open, inquiring X€ep alive the spirit of inquiry yeqradations of
mind is to an and reading associated with Dr'racismand poverty,

d i Barzun'’s life’s work. Mr. Friday Ameri B
Open, democraliC; e second recipient of the mericans “came

society and its ponor, first presented in 1997 tot0  Understand
future growth.” jaroslav Pelikan, Sterlingthatthereismore

Mr. Friday re- Professor of History at Yale to life than mere
called the University. existence.” The
turbulent times more perilous
through which tests posed by the
his generation had lived over th&second World War taught
last 50 years - years that were a&mericans that “global
difficult as they were instructive citizenship” would place even

—

Remarks at 1999 Barzun

to “one launching a career in [Friday continued on Page 8]
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Michael Poliakoff Succeeds George Lucas
as AALE Executive Director, Addresses
1999 General Membership Meeting

ichael  Poliakoff, direct correlation between poomnly representative of problems

formerly  Deputy student performance and the allseen among college graduates in
Secretary for Postsecondary antbo-common failure of K-12 general. A recent Education
Higher Education for the State oteachers to master their subject3esting Service study showed
Pennsylvania, has succeedet¥hat does it say to students whemany college graduates are in the

George Lucas as executive direcfg
of the American Academy fo
Liberal Education. Dr. Lucas ha
returned to the U.S. Nava
Academy to resume his duties ¢
professor of philosophy and heg
of the Ethics section of thg
Leadership, Ethics, and La
Program. Dr. Lucas continues |
collaborate with the Academy oh
several key research projects. [J
Poliakoff has served with th
National Endowment for th
Humanities in Washington, D.
and as Associate Dean
Bloomsburg University

Pennsylvania. He is a Magna CUH}ALE’S incoming Executive Director

lower three ranks of literacy,
meaning they would have
difficulty reading a sophisticated
piece of prose and analyzing its
arguments. We need to define what
constitutes meaningful college-
level achievement.” This broader
problem points to the close relation
between loosened educational
standards at secondary and
postsecondary levels.

Many liberal arts colleges have
lowered their standards and
requirements, Dr. Poliakoff said,
“and there is a lot of truth to the
view that college standards will
drive standards at the secondary

Laude graduate of Yale Universityy: .hael Poliakoff addresses the 1999€Vel.” Many secondary school

attended Oxford University on @eneral Membership Meeting.
Rhodes Scholarship, and received

his Ph.D. in classical studies froma veteran
the University of Michigan.

teacher
grammatically

systems, iturn, have lost the will to
set adequate requirements for

writesgraduation. The college requirement
incompetentfor mathematics, for example, which
Dr. Poliakoff addressed thesentences on the blackboard, or iance

included calculus or

topic “Liberal Education and thenotes to parents? What does it sgyrecalculus, is often eliminated or
Crisisin K through 12" as openingwhen a veteran teacher haseduced to algebra, and many
speaker at AALE's 1999 Generalifficulty solving the same mathincoming freshmen arrive “without
Membership Meeting, held Nov.problems that students areven a reasonable background in
12-13 at the Madison Hotel inassigned? We must ask ourselvesithmetic.” Together, argued Dr.
Washington, D.C. “The goodwhat it means to be licensed as Boliakoff, the slackening of
news,” he informed his audienceteacher.” In most states, he arguedecondary and postsecondary
“is that U.S. students generally dgyualifying scores foteacher- standards has created a situation in
well at fourth-grade level licensing exams are unconscionablwhich more than one-quarter of
assessments. However, | am ndbw, and teachers “often obtain theiimncoming students receive
coming here to deliver goodlicenses byanswering fewer than remedial course work when they
news.” At the eighth- throughhalf of the exam questionsenter college.
twelfth- grade levels, Dr. Poliakoff correctly.” To resolve these problems, Dr.
continued, “the situation becomes  Dr. Poliakoff added that it is Poliakoff asserted that “we need to
apocalyptically frightening.” inappropriate, however, to singlelevelop a culture in higher
Particularly distressing, out teachers for their lack ofeducation that is impatient with
according to Dr. Poliakoff, is thepreparation in college. “They are  [Poliakoff continued on Page 4]
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[From Page 3Poliakoff]

underpreparation.” Higher
standards in college can help tp
remedy weaknesses in the K-1p
education system, he added, “bdt
only if we have the will to enforce
them.” America’s public schools
“must, in turn, embrace theg
standards movement. It is only
through honesty that we caf
address and solve our problems
Improving the financial rewards|
for educators and honoring theif
achievements are both laudable
tactics in Dr. Poliakoff's view,
but he argued that these tactig
will not achieve their purposes
unless the standards used fo
evaluate teachers are alsp
toughened. “If we want to help
students, we must help teache
first, by holding them to more
stringent levels of intellectual
rigor and achievement in teach
education and licensing.” Herd
Dr. Poliakoff praised AALE for
its role in upholding stricter
standards in higher educatiory,
and for supporting “the core of
knowledge that forms the
baccalaureate experience.”
Concluding his talk on a
positive note, Dr. Poliakoff
reminded his audience that th
United States still produces man
extraordinarily good students. “Iff
is humbling and uplifting to se¢
just how good our very best arg,
and that so many of them arg
immigrants or children of
immigrants who have faced an:r

S

S

”

overcome significant obstacles.

strong K-12 educational syste

with breadth and depth in thg
liberal arts has been the gatewg
to the American dream of succes
and good citizenship. The
viability of higher education in
America is inextricably linked to
K-12 education. Nothing less
than the future depends on thejr
mutual success.” [

y
S

Yale Professor Claude Rawson
Demonstrates Value of Multi-
media Projects for Classical Texts

Claude Rawson presents examples of the Everyman Multimedia and Yale
r Perseus projects at the 1999 AALE General Membership Meeting luncheon.

lassical texts andrelated artwork. When complete,
modern technology the project will include a broad

are not incompatible, andlist of well-recognized titles by
careful, imaginative conjunctionmajor European, American, and
of the two may yield valuable world authors.
educational tools, according to  The development of such
Dr. Claude Rawson, keynoteénnovative programs, Dr.
speaker at a luncheon heldRawson explained, shows that
during November’'s AALE the liberal arts and modern
General Membership Meeting.technology can be seen as

Dr. Rawson, Maynard complementary partners, rather
Mack Professor of English atthan antagonists, in the
Yale University, is working development of liberal education.
with Yale University Press andCombining advanced technology
Everyman Publishers to creatavith the traditional materials of
computer based multi-mediathe humanities in multi-media
programs intended to enhancerojects may open doors to many
students’ understanding ofstudents who might otherwise
great works in literature, art,never encounter great works of
philosophy, and history. literature and philosophy. Multi-

These programs combinemedia technologies, he
the texts of classic works withconcluded, should be seen as
CD-ROM technology to promising tools for widening the
provide interactive access to audience for the humanities(Il]
wide variety of encyclopedic
resources, including historical
and biographical information,
documentary materials, and
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ACCREDITATION UPDATE

Tusculum College, Magdalen College Earn AALE Accreditation

Following thorough problems creatively, respect fomature baptismal life and tg
reviews by AALE staff one’s own cultural heritage andorepare him or her for the lay
and site visitors, and based othose of others, and thevocation, apostolate, and
favorable recommendationscultivation and practice of thespirituality.” The Program of
from AALE’s Council of virtues conducive to soundStudies is rooted in the
Scholars, the Board of Trusteepersonal and civic decisionclassical and Christian under
voted at its Nov. 12 meeting tomaking. standings of liberal education
grant accreditation to Tusculum  The Civic Arts curriculum at and is designed to help
College and preaccreditation tafusculum College is implementedstudents learn “how to

Magdalen College. through five principal avenues:  question and how to
participate in reasoned
Tusculum College 1. A Focused Calendardiscourse, how to think an
(Block Plan) how to learn, how to assess$
Founded in 1794 2. The “Commons” opinions and how to arrive
in Greeneuville, Core Curriculum a truth, and how to analyz
Tennessee by two ¢ 3. The Competencyand how to synthesize.”
Presbyterian Program The Program of Studie

4. Service Learning accomplishes its education
5. Major Programs of mission through “Sequences of
Study. Readings” that are designed 10
oldest college in the help students cultivate the art ¢
state and the twenty- Tusculum College at open dialogue. Accordingly, an
eighth oldest irthe nation. The present enrolls approximatelyeducation at Magdalen Collegg
college takes its name from500 full-time residential studentstakes shape through a series|c
Cicero’s villa, and draws on its 140 acre campus, and hasitorials onPhilosophical
inspiration for its distinctive a student to faculty ration of 14:1.Thinking Scientific Reasoning

ministers,
Tusculum
College is the

A
ISR LT y, y

—y

f

=

“Civic Arts” curriculum from Social ThoughtMathematical
his civic republican legacy. Magdalen College ReasoningThe Creative Arts
The college retains its Using Language and
connection to the Presbyterian  Magdalen College, founded inCatechesis These tutorials
church and seeks to embody 973 and located in allow students to
the virtues of the two Warner, New Hamp [P s iEe “learn toinquire,

TR A

1v2)

traditions - civic republican shire, is a small lay %
and Judeo-Christian - thatgoverned and lay
have guided it since itsadministered Catholii =
inception. Tusculum’s Civic institution of higher
Arts curriculum aims to learning.

develop the skills, virtues, and  The College seek =
abilities appropriate toto implement “a full, 7% & thought - the
citizenship in a democratichuman, and Catholic "&L < persons who seerm
society. Among these areeducation through a.. to have elevated
active and empatheticintegrated system of under+the life of spirits to its highest
listening, the ability to presentgraduate liberal education calledevel and who appear to hav
thought clearly in speech andhe Program of Studies. Throughived the interior life of spirit to
writing, the ability to analyze this Program, Magdalen Collegehe full.” (1T

situations carefully and solveaims “to develop in the student a

reason, asses
opinions, and grasp
indemonstrable
truths by part-
icipating with the
masters of orderly

D
A4
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Scholars Compare Merits of Different
Liberal Arts Approaches

ALE Trustees Petef
Kalkavage and Gle

debate over the merits of the
respective institutions’ approachg
to liberal education in a pang
discission at the General Mem{
ership Meeting.

Dr. Kalkavage, tutor at S
John’s College in Annapolis
upheld the advantages of “an 8
required, integated liberal arts
curriculum” grounded in the vie
that the several liberal arts bear|8

organic relation to one anOth%ien Thurow (right) discusses the University of Dallas liberal arts program at
while Dr. Thurow, professor anghe 1999 AALE General Membership Meeting. Looking on is fellow panelist
provost at the University of DallaPeter Kalkavage of St. John’s College, Annapolis.

championed an educational model

that introduces students to thelefined by our capacities forthis integrative approach to liberal
different ways of “viewing and speech, counting and measuring&ducation with a fixed curriculum

thinking about the world”  The St John's curriculum aimsrequired of all its members greatly
developed by the variousto develop these twofold aspectacilitates the development of “a
disciplines, with disciplines of human rationality harmoniously,true community of learning” by

understood not as “collections oby immersing students and tutorgroviding those members with “a
techniques, but as ways ofn the simultaneous study of thdixed point of reference and a
knowing and being.” various and seemingly disparat€ommon intellectual history.”

Dr. Kalkavage began byliberal arts. “Indeed, the word ~ Dr. Thurow opened his reply
observing that the termlogositself, which means both by taking issue with the conception
“interdisciplinary” as commonly rational speech and mathematic&lf “disciplines” prevalent in
used does not accuratelyatio, embodies the ultimate uniorfoday’s higher education. In the
characterize the curriculum at Stof these two aspects [of humarmodern university, he argued,
John’s: “This term presupposes arationality].” And to develop thesedepartments and the specialized
initial separateness of isolatedomplementary human capacitiestudies contained within them are
disciplines that are somehowigorously and reflectively, he frequently hostile to the spirit of
brought into union with one observed, is to be what the GreeKperal education. “In the various
another.” St. John’s, instead, takesalled ‘mousikoi- musical or fields of study, departmental
it cue from the seven liberal arts asducated.” professors often work diligently to
traditionally conceived, with their By studying the several liberaldig moats of jargon, to erect ever-
division into the Trivium arts of arts as “a coherent whole ofgrowing ramparts of secondary
grammar, logic, and rhetoric, andlifferent  yet intersecting literature, and to airtheir bows
the Quadrivium arts of arithmetic,disciplines,” students and tutors a@f professionalism at any
geometry, astronomy and music.St. John’s are continuallyneighbor who might dare to

This division, he explained,compelled to reflect on theencroach.”

“reflects a certain complementaritydifferences as well as on the Urging his audience to recall
in human nature and humarsimilarities between those arts. Dithe original sense of the term
rationality. At our most Kalkavage concluded by"“disciple,” one who “learns not
fundamental level, we are beingsbserving that the combination of  [Scholarscontinued on Page 7]
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FIPSE Researchers Present Interim Report

uite a few of the marking the end of the project’sincluding curriculum meeting notes

nation’s liberal arts first phase, principal investigatorand faculty and administration
colleges and university liberal arts). Scott Lee and FIPSE projecimemos.
programs have been adopting momirector George R. Lucas described The second phase of the
structured general educatiorhe state of general education at tharoject, already underway, consists
curricula over the past twentyundergraduate level with guardeaf site visits and extensive
years, yet at a sizable majority obptimism. According to Dr. Lee, interviews with faculty and
institutions core requirements havéthere has been a trend over the laatiministrators at more than twenty
remained unchanged or have evawenty years among many collegesf the institutions initially
been reduced. These are amortg adopt a more structured generalurveyed. Drs. Lee and Lucas
early findings of AALE education curriculum.” However, expect these in-depth invest-igations
researchers conducting a majdne remarked, “many of the nation’swill bring into sharp focus many
study on changes in generaiost selective institutions haveof the issues and circumstances
education requirements over theesisted this trend.” that have influenced changes in
past 20 years. This project, These initial findings are basedcore programs in the liberal arts.
sponsored by the U.S. Departmerdn a comprehensive analysis oAALE anticipates this second
of Education’s Fund for the core requirements at 66 institutionphase will be completed in the
Improvement of Postsecondaryepresenting a cross-section ofoming year, after which a
Education (FIPSE) and theAmerican higher education anccomplete report of its findings will
Andrew W. Mellon Foundation, including public, private, religious, be published and widely
aims to strengthen accreditatiomnd non-religious institutionsdisseminated. Project findings will
standards for liberal arts collegespanning the four basic Carnegi@lso be used to guide a review of
and programs by examining theategories  (BaccalaureateAALE accreditation standards and
changes that have taken place iMaster’s, Doctoral, and Research)olicies, to determine how they can
core curricula over the last twentyAmong the range of materialsbe adapted to better support and
years, and identifying the range ohmassed and analyzed werstrengthen general education
causes that led to those changescollege catalogs from 1978 to 1999equirements at member and

At an AALE General Mem- (sampled at four year intervals) an@pplicant institutions. [

bership Meeting presentationnternal institutional documents,

[From Page 6,Scholarg

develops his reflections on thas that it allows “students to come
simply skills and techniques, buimages men make in speech, or dace to face with fundamental
a way of life and thought,” Dr. the opinions they form aboutalternatives reflected in the
Thurow defended the idea of gustice and injustice, thedifferentapproaches, assumptions,
discipline as a particular “way ofdisciplinary scholar necessarily isand passions of their teachers.”
both opening up and giving ordeted far from these starting points;This experience, in turn, can help
to men’s thoughts...[that is]while remaining mindful of them. students discover and develop their
rooted in some common“A proper discipline,” argued Dr. own natural talents.
experience or opinion about life,Thurow, “is not a chute to narrow  “It is better for his education
and is developed by reflecting orthe path of a student or a wall tdhat someone master literature and
this expemnce or opinion.” block his view, but literally a flunk history than be a mediocre
The discipline of literature, for discipline to bring out the polymath. This is not because
example, can be seen as “rooted possibilities in some vital aspect oSuccess is the goal, but because he
the common human capacity forlife which, properly pursued, will see and understand life more
and delight in, making images inbecomes a window upon the largetleeply by following his bent - he
speech.” The discipline of politicswhole.” will be more liberally educated -
can be seen as arising “out of the A special virtue of the than by neglecting what he can do
common human desires for justicelisciplinary approach to liberalbest for the sake of acquiring
and honor.” As he extends anaducation, Dr. Thurow concludedmediocrity in somethinglse.” [
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[From Page 2 Friday] Applications Correspondence

greater demands on personal The Academy accepts Please address all

and civic freedoms and applications for membershipcorrespondence to Editor, AALE

responsibilities. from schools and programsNewsletter, The American
Mr. Friday commended across the country and around thacademy for Liberal Education,

the Academy for its role in  world. Although accredited 1700 K Street, NW, Suite 901,

furthering the cause of liberal membership is currentivailable Washington, DC 20006.

education at a time when only toinstitutions and programs

“[t]he nation hungers for of higher eduaation within the Telephone (202) 452-8611

moral leadership, for a deeper United States, affiliate membershig-ax (202) 452-8620

understanding of human isavailable to qualifying internationalWebsite:www.aale.org

values and of the worthiness programs and schools. Colleges arfeimail: info@aale.org

of individual citizens.” That  programs interested in membership

hunger “needs the sustaining should contact the Amaran

nourishment of liberal Academy for Liberal Education

learning,” and for that reason, and request information on

he concluded, “AALE has an applicationprocedures.

enormous role to play in

leadership development,

intellectual exchange, and

scholarly advocacy.” [
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